W. H., A HAMMERMAN, aged 36, has never in his memory been able to close his eyes or to use his lips. He was told by his sister, when a child, that at birth both sides of his jaw were broken and that his peculiar facial appearance was the result.
There is complete atrophic paralysis of all the muscles of the face, except for a few fibres of the retractors of the right angle of the mouth. The "myopathic" face is very typical. He speaks as a ventriloquist, but his enunciation is very fair except for the labials. The ocular, trigeminal, lingual muscles and the muscles of the neck, body and limbs seem perfect. He has always been able to work hard at a laborious occupation.
No change has taken place in the condition of his face in his memory. He has an old traumatic cataract with perforating wound of the cornea on the left side. There are no signs of myasthenia nor of myotonia.
Cases of persistent bilateral obstetrical facial palsy have been reported by Duchenne; also by Edgeworth (British Medical Journal, 1894, i, p. I1).
DISCUSSION.
Dr. KINNIER WILSON said it was quite possible the case in reality was one of congenital nuclear defect-the "infantile Kernschwund" of German writers. Much depended on the exact clinical history in these cases, but he was of the opinion that obstetrical injury to the jaw, as stated by the patient's sister, would not explain the absolute facial diplegia from which the patient suffered.
Dr. COLLIER (President) said that it certainly was not one of bilateral obstetrical facial paralysis. There were no signs whatever that the jaws had been injured at birth. He suggested that the story given by the patient's sister was one of the commonly occurring examples of a fable put forward to explain a little understood fact. He was obliged to Dr. Wilson for his suggestion, which he was willing to accept as the real explanation of this case, the more so since such movement as was present in the right side of the face was much more easily elicited on emotional movement than on volitional attempt.
